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The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 98, the nays are 1.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

Mr. LOTT. I move to reconsider the
vote, and I move to lay that motion on
the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, although I voted to proceed to
the bill I have strong concerns with
this legislation.

I am concerned that this bill will
take away the rights of asbestos vic-
tims to have their day in court while
providing no guarantees that they will
receive fair and prompt compensation.
This bill and its payment structure
could bankrupt small businesses, with
many of them shouldering a larger fi-
nancial burden under the bill then they
currently do in the court system. Many
of these small businesses are not the
evildoers here, but due to the payment
structure of the bill, they will find
themselves shouldering a large portion
of the liability.

I support the concept of a nonadver-
sarial process to provide compensation
to victims but a process that is fair to
all the parties involved. I believe that
this bill falls short, and while I voted
for cloture I intend to vote against
final passage of this bill unless signifi-
cant changes are made.
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THE FUNERAL OF CORETTA SCOTT
KING

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in a few
moments, we will be closing down for
the evening. But I did want to com-
ment very briefly upon the wonderful
experience that I and nine other of our
colleagues had over the course of today
as we attended the funeral of Coretta
Scott King at the New Birth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, down right
just outside of Atlanta.

We had a bipartisan delegation that
left early this morning, joined by a
House delegation, joined also, as most
people know, by the President and the
First Lady and three prior Presidents,
for what was, indeed, a memorial serv-
ice in many ways but, in truth, a great
celebration for a great woman. She
leaves a legacy of leading with grace.
Few people have ever had the oppor-
tunity of knowing someone like that.
That was reflected in many comments
over the course of the day at the fu-
neral.

As a wife, as a mother, as a civil
rights leader, Mrs. King joins this large
pantheon of great Americans whose
courage and whose dignity, whose bold-
ness, whose tireless pursuit of social
justice transformed not only a genera-
tion but the dreams and expectations
of generations to follow. Over the
course of the statements and having
the opportunity to circulate among
people who attended, the real global
impact of this woman, as I said, lead-
ing by grace, focused on freedom and
opportunity and social justice, was so
apparent.

Born in April of 1927 on a family farm
down in Marion, AL, she grew up dur-
ing the Depression in the segregated
South and early on experienced first-
hand the unfairness and the racial in-
justice that had coursed through Amer-
ican life.

As a child—and we learned through
many stories over the course of today—
she would walk miles every day to at-
tend a poor, one-room elementary
school where her mneighbors, White
neighbors, road the bus in comfort to
an all-White school that was close by.
She was walking b miles a day.

But as Coretta herself would say in
later years, before she was a King, she
was a Scott, Coretta Scott King. As a
Scott growing up in segregated Ala-
bama, her parents taught her strength,
taught her boldness, sharing that wis-
dom with her. It was this strength
translated through great dignity over
the course of her life that came to de-
fine her and to radiate from her from
the very beginning and throughout her
life.

There was much discussion and re-
flection on her faith, her inate strength
and graciousness, all of which sup-
ported her through times, as many of
the speakers and presenters today
talked about, of extraordinary trials
and suffering.

Today, while millions of people
around the world watched, there were
four U.S. Presidents, I believe there
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were 13 colleagues—14 Senators, 13 of
my colleagues—dozens of Congressmen,
clergy, community leaders, thousands
of admirers, people from around the
world, from South Africa, who spoke
today, also celebrating the life and
contributions of Coretta Scott King,
the first lady of the civil rights move-
ment and, as we heard from South Afri-
ca, the first international lady of the
civil rights movement.

I think all of us who went, and many
people who shared this service on their
televisions today, were humbled by her
example. You can’t help but to be lifted
by her spirit. Oprah Winfrey observed
yesterday at the Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta—and I did have the
opportunity to share one Martin Lu-
ther King Day with the King family
and with Coretta Scott King; I believe
it was 3 years ago, at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church—that the great Rev-
erend Martin Luther King, Jr., often
preached that Mrs. King, ‘‘leaves us all
a better America than the America of
her childhood.”

She leaves behind a tremendous leg-
acy and a great challenge to all of us;
that is, to lead our lives—and very
much the thematic today was a real
celebration but what are we all going
to be doing tomorrow? Are all our
thoughts going to be similar to what
her thoughts were the day after her
husband was assassinated, that bold de-
cision to go up to Memphis and to re-
turn there 3 days later to be with her
people? That as we look ahead, how do
we translate all this so that we all look
to our own lives to be led with courage
and with grace and with the boldness
and dignity that she has shown, and to
realize the dream to which she and her
husband devoted their lives; that one
day, one day soon, in their words, ‘‘this
Nation will rise up and live out the

true meaning of its creed”—‘‘that all
men are,’” indeed ‘‘created equal.”
——
ASBESTOS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we had a
very important vote today on asbestos,
and we will be proceeding to that bill
tomorrow. It is a bill that I feel pas-
sionately about, a bill—as I shared
with my colleagues who were with me
earlier today in Atlanta at the fu-
neral—that reflects, to me, the very
best of what this body should be re-
flecting; that is, compassion for those
victims who today are not being com-
pensated, who suffer from asbestos ex-
posure with mesothelioma, with lung
cancer, with asbestosis; who today are
not getting taken care of. In a sense,
they are not getting appropriate com-
pensation, just compensation, either in
terms of time in which the decisions
are made or in the amount of resources
that are to be directed to them.

So now is the time for us to address
this important issue. It is a jobs issue.
We talk about 150,000 people who have
lost their jobs. We talk about the 77
companies that have gone bankrupt—
not as companies but as employers.
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